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Editorial Policy:                                     
Tidings is the official newsletter of the 
Junior League of Westchester-on-
Hudson.  Information contained in this 
publication is for the use of members 
only.  Tidings is published bi-monthly 
from September—June.  Questions, 
comments and submissions should be 
sent to Tidings Editor Cathy Hansen at 
tidings@jlwoh.org.  All submissions are 
due by the 15th of each month preced-
ing publication.

the shop clears enough to cover 
the house expenses?"  With the 
cash flow from the rental, we 
would truly be back in the fund-
raising and community service 
business again.

It would be remiss of me to not 
recognize the sheer efforts put 
forth by Birgit Weber, Signe 
Seelinger, along with our ever 
stalwart Sue Golier and Jutta 
Firat, in getting the shop re-
opened for the season.  Unfortu-
nately the volunteer support is 
simply not there to allow us to 
believe that the shop will be 
sustainable in its current format.   
Turning our back on an opportu-
nity like this would be irresponsi-
ble for the League as a whole.

We recognize that some of these 
ideas are radical and difficult to 
digest immediately.  But not to 
worry—we will not lose our    
501(c)3 status by renting out our 
space!  We will have to pay 
property taxes on the portion we 
rent which can be built into the 
rent we charge.  We will offer a 
chance for each of you to ex-
press your opinions and con-
cerns at a “Town Hall Meeting” 
on Thursday, Nov. 20th at 
7:00pm at the League house.  
All members are encouraged to 
attend!  We are still in the proc-
ess of reviewing the leasing 
options with our attorneys, but 
we hope to have enough data 
collected by the time of the 
meeting to make you comfort-
able with our decision.  

Karan
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A Letter from our President...

Tidings

in I started to realize that here was 
a solution to our problems, too.  I 
did my homework and presented 
the idea to the Board at our Sep-
tember meeting.  They loved the 
idea but gave me more assign-
ments, and at the October meeting 
I presented the idea to a joint meet-
ing of the Active and Sustainer 
Boards.  The excitement was hard 
to contain on both sides.  By rent-
ing out the space that is now occu-
pied by the Nearly New Shop we 
would not only see year-round 
cash flow that could be used to 
fund maintenance of the house on 
a regular basis, we would also see 
the traffic to our house increase 
three-fold.  Now the house can be 
open six days a week with Jackie’s 
customers, both new and old, find-
ing the Junior League once again.   
The possibilities seem endless 
where before there seemed only 
hurdles to overcome.

Closing the Nearly New Shop need 
not be a foregone conclusion.  
Jackie would only need the space 
that is the shop itself and that 
would leave the marking room for a 
scaled down shop to prosper.  With 
more traffic coming to the house, a 
smaller version of the shop run 
entirely out of the marking room 
would not only be easier to staff but 
the constant moving of merchan-
dise up and down the stairs would 
stop.  Birgit Weber, the current 
Shop Manager, is aware of the 
possible changes and believes that 
a smaller shop could be quite suc-
cessful.  The question I posed  to 
Birgit was, "wouldn’t it be nice to 
run a shop without having to worry 
about the budget and making sure 

Decisions
“In any moment of decision the 
best thing you can do is the right 
thing, the next best thing you 
can do is the wrong thing and 
the worst thing you can do is 
nothing.”                                       

-Theodore Roosevelt

When I agreed to come back as 
President of JLWOH, I knew 
there would be decisions to be 
made regarding the League, but 
little did I realize that a decision 
so pivotal to the future of the 
League would be presented to 
me.  I realized I could just ignore 
it and continue down the path of 
sameness, fix a few things here 
and there and soon it would be 
May and be Cathy’s problem.  
But, that is not who I am.  

We have been approached with 
an idea that is so exciting and 
the possibilities so fantastic that I 
have difficulty even putting it on 
paper.  Back in July, Jackie Go-
labek of the store Whimsie’s 
Incognito on Main Street in 
Tarrytown learned that she 
would lose her lease because 
the building was being sold.  At 
the time there were no spaces 
available on Main Street that 
came close to meeting Jackie’s 
needs.  As many things seem to 
work around here,  Jackie was 
pointed in the direction of the 
Junior League as a possible 
solution to her problem:  could 
we rent our shop space out com-
mercially to her?  When I heard 
of the idea and allowed it to sink 
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There is lots of good stuff happening on the commu-
nity front. JLWOH's embrace of our Reading, Writing 
& Rhythm in the Rivertowns initiative has opened up 
floodgates of possibility for JLWOH to make a differ-
ence in ways that are sure to be both rewarding for 
our members and beneficial to the community at large.

RWRR beautifully builds upon our renewed visibility 
and enhanced community standing to provide a pow-
erful context in which to fulfill our mission, while simul-
taneously redefining who we are and what we do 
within a structure that is bold, creative, enlivening and 
meaningful.

Look for the Community Council to team up, on behalf 
of all JLWOH members, with partners like Abbott 
House, The Tarrytown Music Hall, The Hudson Valley 
Writers’ Center, the Jacob Burns Film Center and 
PCTV to design, tailor and implement RWRR projects 
and programs.

While we are still in the brainstorming phase, potential 
ideas include collaborating with the Writers’ Center to 
teach children that they have a story to tell and the 
means to express it; once again presenting Money 
Smart Kids with an eye toward training kids to be fis-
cally responsible; partnering with the Jacob Burns 
Film Center on the power of storytelling and how one’s 
vision and the technology of film can combine to im-
pact us all; and creating a program in tandem with the 
Music Hall to bring the joy of music to children’s lives.

So put on your thinking caps and join us at the League 
House Monday, November 10th at 7:30pm when the 
Community committee meets to put these exciting 
ideas into action!  

Community Council Update   by Deb Smith

Done-in-a-Day Events   
Join us on Saturday, November 22 , from 10am-12pm, at 
the League House for two annual Done-in-a-Day events.  
Children, neighbors & friends are welcome to help as well!  

I. Sandwiches for Midnight Run

We will be making sandwiches for Mid-
night Run and need the following items:  
1) Baked goods: brownies and cookies in 
individual Ziploc bags. 2)  12 dozen hard-
boiled eggs:  We need 6 members to pro-
vide 2 dozen hard-boiled eggs each.

II. Thanksgiving Baskets for St Ann's in Ossining

Needed:                                                         
*  10 (10-12 lb) frozen Turkeys                                             
*  10 bags of stuffing                                                       
*  10 bags of potatoes                                                       
*  10 cans of corn                                                                
*  10 cans of green beans or peas                                       
*  10 (family-size) cranberry sauce                                      
*  10 (family-size) bags of dinner rolls                                                             
*  Ingredients for Apple Crisp Dessert (we will be attach-
ing the recipe):                                                                    
*  10 bags of apples                                                             
*  2 volunteers to provide 5 servings each of dry ingredi-
ents for Apple Crisp

Additionally, we are asking volunteers to bring: 1) 10 large 
boxes for Thanksgiving Baskets delivery and 2) paper, 
crayons, markers and stickers to make cards.

For more information or to sign up: please e-mail Deb 
Smith at debsmith@cityofvisions.org.

Thank You to Birgit Weber and Signe Seelinger in the Nearly New Shop for their help in finding clothes to outfit a needy 
family in Ossining.  The request for clothing came via the Annual Christmas Dinner organization. That name is truly a 
misnomer as this organization helps those in Westchester who may need assistance at any time of the year.  Currently 
they are looking for items to help outfit another family in need.  If you have any of the following items to donate to this 
cause please bring them to the November General Membership Meeting (11/18) and Cindy Cusumano will coordinate 
delivery of the items.  You can also leave donations in the meeting room marked "Ossining Family".  Thank you.  

Boy - age 11       
Pants:  Size 14/16 kids (slim / tall / long)                                                                                                                                                                                               
Shirts:  Size 14 shirts - Large           
Sneakers:  Size 7 boys

Girl - age 8    
Pants:  Size 16 kids (husky / short / stocky)               
Shirts:  Size 14/16                                                              
Sneakers:  4 ½ girls

Mom - age 39                                                                
Boots:  Size 6 for work in office                                        
Pants or jeans:  Size 1 or 3 women’s for work in office

Seeking Donations
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The Board of Directors of the JLWOH is proud to announce that we recently adopted a new Vision Statement in an       
effort to bring focus and meaningful impact to our community work.  

Our Vision                                                                                                                      
The Junior League of Westchester-on-Hudson is committed to enhancing and furthering academic and                              

cultural literacy for school-aged children in order to help these children be a success in school and in life.  

Our Goal                                                                                                                        
We seek to add enrichment programs for the children by working in conjunction with the local schools and                        

our community partners to create meaningful experiences that will build upon and enhance school curricula             
within our service communities from Peekskill to Hastings.  Our overarching goal is to foster an appreciation                   

of reading, writing, music and the arts in our children.  

The possibilities for exciting and meaningful programs in this focus area are rich and abundant!  Read the Community 
Council Update on page 2 and you will see that Community team is hard at work brainstorming and refining ideas for 
memorable JL projects.  Look for the "Reading, Writing and Rhythm in the Rivertowns" tagline to accompany many of 
our new projects as we move forward.  Stay tuned as we also hope to introduce a logo for our RWRR projects!  

Our Vision : Reading, Writing & Rhythm in the Rivertowns

As the weather gets crisper and leaves begin to change color, we await the forthcoming holiday 
season and are filled with a feeling of goodwill and cheer.  The Fundraising Committee likes to do 
its part in celebrating this festive spirit by holding the annual Holiday Boutique, which is one of 
JLWOH’s most time-honored and important events.  We have been planning and making preparations in order to en-
sure that this year’s Boutique is as successful as ever and, once again, Mary Ellen Joy and Diane Angst have been fun-
damental to our effort.  It should be a fun event and a great time to find fabulous gifts for everyone on your shopping list!

We must not rest our laurels, however.  Only with each member’s committed participation will we truly be able to make 
this year’s fundraiser a fruitful and rewarding experience for all.  In conjunction to the Boutique, we will be running two 
other fundraising drives:

Mitten Tree : Mittens, hats, scarves will be collected at the Holiday Boutique to benefit the Annual Christmas Dinner or-
ganization, where they will be distributed among those in need.  Members and guests are encouraged to contribute by 
giving new or good-as-new mittens or gloves.  There will be a designated area at the Boutique for donations.

Teddy Bear Drive : We are collecting new teddy bears and stuffed animals to be distributed to New Beginnings.  This 
organization provides services to women and children seeking to start over with their lives.  There will be a designated 
area at the Boutique for collection of these items as well.

We are excited for this event, so please mark your calendars and spread the word!  Bring a friend or two, or three!  The 
success of this fundraiser is contingent upon the number of people who attend.  The 2008 Holiday Boutique will be on 
Friday December 5 th from 10am to 4pm  at the Sleepy Hollow Country Club in Scarborough.   Admission is $6 
(which includes a free raffle ticket) and a café-style buffet lunch will be available for an additional $30.

Other information to remember:

�x�� All Active and Advisory members are responsible for a $50 commitment to the Holiday Boutique.  This can be 
made by purchasing admission tickets and/or raffle tickets, working shifts at the Boutique (a two-hour shift has a 
$25 value) or giving a monetary donation that will be used to reduce expenses incurred by the Boutique.        

�x�� Advance sale admission and café lunch wristbands can be purchased at the November GMM.

�x�� Books of raffle tickets are also available for presale and are $1 each or 6 for $5.

�x�� Flyers and invitation postcards are available at the League House—please distribute as many as possible!

If you have any questions, please contact Samantha Merton.  See you all there!!

Holiday Boutique ~ December 5th!
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Provided above is the condensed financial statement of the JLWOH.  This statement is as of September 30, 
2008. If you would like to receive the full detailed financial report please contact Treasurer Meghan Robohn at 
financialvp@jlwoh.org to receive a copy.  

                          Membership Development

Membership Development  by Alicia Ward  

Jenny Spedaliere and I would like to thank Alison Crowther, Mary Pat Hughes and Holly Boes for opening their homes to 
us for New Member information sessions. Thank you also to Honor Fagan who has been a great support for us as well. 

Our Provisional/New Member training sessions will be held on Wednesday, October 29th, Wednesday, November 5th, 
Tuesday, December 3rd and Saturday, January 10th.  Following this there will be project meetings as well as mentor 
program events. We look forward to engaging more nice women in our League!  If you have a friend or new neighbor 
who would be interested in joining it's not too late!  Jenny and I will gladly host an additional opening session to expand 
our class.

Placement
All members should have received a "hello" from your placement advisor by now. Christina Clarke, Tara McCann and 
Jackie Vanover will host a brief breakout session at the end of the November General Membership Meeting.  This will be 
an opportunity for each member to connect with her advisor. Please remember that your advisor is available to help an-
swer any questions you may have about the League.  For a complete listing of advisors and advisees please see page 
10 in the Bluebook (member handbook).  

Alarm Codes  to Change!!                                                    
In an effort to maintain a safe and secure building we will be changing the alarm codes in our 
League House in November.  This has not been done in recent memory and with new activity com-
ing to our building it has been recommended to us by our security company that we revisit access 
to our house.  Our vision is to have one new code for members and separate codes for our possi-
ble new tenant, service and cleaning people, and any other groups who will be using our building.  
Be assured that this is simply a precautionary measure and not a reaction to a problem.  You will 
be advised of the new code and the effective date when the information is available.  
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If you are familiar with our Mission 
Statement (which we all should be!) 
then you know it says that we are 
"an organization of women commit-
ted to promoting voluntarism, devel-
oping the potential of women, and 
improving communities through the 
effective action and leadership of 
trained volunteers."  Truthfully this 
last part, "trained volunteers" al-
ways left me a bit confused.  
Trained?  That always seemed a bit 
vague to me.  Two weeks ago I re-
turned from a three-day Fall Lead-
ership Conference in Kansas City, 
Missouri and it surpassed all my 
expectations.  I now have a keen 
appreciation of the importance of 
training and a much fuller under-
standing of its meaning.  I left the 
conference feeling energized, con-
nected and excited about the possi-
bilities that lie ahead for us.    

The Association of Junior Leagues 
International (AJLI) serves as our  
"parent organization" and they con-
duct several national conferences 
each year with the mission to train 
their members in the ways of gov-
erning, strategic thinking, effective 
board management, public speak-
ing, running engaging meetings, 
navigating change, partaking in ef-
fective communication, just to name 
a few topics.  The goal of the train-
ing is not only to make us more ef-
fective members of the Junior 
League, but also to enable us to 
head out into the community and 
use our skills in running other com-
munity programs and organizations.  

The main message I left this confer-
ence with is that we must never 
lose sight of the fact that we are 
part of a powerful sisterhood of 
Leagues spread out across the US, 
Canada, Mexico and Britain.  While 

individual Leagues may stumble at 
times, or have up and down years 
in terms of moving the mission for-
ward, the Junior League as a whole 
is very definitely moving forward 
and improving communities all 
across the country.  It is easy to get 
mired in our own challenges and 
revel in our own successes, but we 
should always remember that we 
are part of something much larger.  
When you sit in a ballroom filled 
with 500 Junior League members 
you know you're not alone!  

The structure of the Kansas City 
conference was divided between 
workshops and AJLI business.  I am 
pleased to report that AJLI is hard 
at work thinking strategically about 
the future of the Junior League.  
They have seen membership de-
cline across almost all Leagues 
over the past 15 years and they are 
not sitting still.  They have proposed 
a new Vision Statement, they have 
produced new print and media ad-
vertising, they are revisiting policies 
and procedures and trying to envi-
sion what the Junior League will 
look like in the year 2028.  They 
want to change with the times so 
that the JL remains a relevant and 
vibrant service organization of 
which we can all be proud to be a 
member.  At the November General 
Membership Meeting I will be pre-
senting some of these new materi-
als and asking for your feedback as 
AJLI wants to know what our mem-
bers think about this future direc-
tion.  Please come and be a part of 
this process on Nov.18th.  

I was able to participate in four dif-
ferent workshops:  League Govern-
ance, Navigating Change, Public 
Speaking and Effective Communi-
cation.  These sessions were led by 

top notch trainers and provided in-
formation that is valuable not only to 
the League experience but in all 
facets of life.  (Effective communi-
cation skills worked wonders when I 
came home and had to settle an 
argument between my two sons 
right away!)  Although I know first-
hand how difficult it can be to be 
away from home, rearrange work 
schedules or plan for child-care, I 
believe you will feel well-rewarded if 
you can make this a part of your JL 
experience.  The next conference, 
the Winter Leadership Conference, 
will be held in February in Birming-
ham, Alabama.

Finally, the other enormous benefit 
of this conference was connecting 
with the other Westchester JL 
Presidents and President-Elects.  
What a phenomenal group of 
women!  We are planning to meet 
soon to discuss opportunities  
where the six Westchester Leagues  
can collaborate as one instead of 
always working separately.  West-
chester is unique in that we have 
six leagues in one county where 
many states have a total of six 
Leagues!  Stay tuned for develop-
ments and news on this front.  

In closing, I hope you too will decide 
to take advantage of the training 
available to us so that you will reap 
some lasting benefits of this power-
ful organization!  

The Importance of Training, Part II:                                    
Notes from the Fall Leadership Conference   by Cathy Hansen
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�x�� November 6 :  Abbott House's 45th Anniversary Celebration at the Doubletree Hotel in Tarry-
town.  This special commemoration will honor community residents and local businesses that 
have helped Abbott House fulfill their mission throughout the years.  

�x�� November 12-13 :  The Junior League of Central Westchester will host its 22nd annual Holiday Boutique at the 
Scarsdale Golf Club.  The event will feature over 35 specialty vendors selling gifts, jewelry, clothing, décor, sta-
tionary, accessories and children's items.  There will also be a silent auction, wine tasting and luncheon.  For 
more information visit JLCW's website at jlcentralwestchester.org.

�x�� November 20-21 :  The Junior League of Westchester-on-the-Sound will host its 6th annual Shop Around the 
Sound Boutique at the Larchmont Yacht Club.  Over 25 specialty vendors will be on hand for exciting shopping 
opportunities!  For more information about this event please visit JLWOS's website at www.jlwos.org.  Tickets 
are $20 and proceeds help support the programs of the JLWOS.  

�x�� December 5 :  Don't forget to save the date for our very own Holiday Boutique at the Sleepy Hollow Country 
Club!  Please see page 3 for all the details.  

Open Door Family            
Medical Centers’                
Re-gifting Campaign
How many children do you know that have unopened 
toys and games sitting on their shelves? Open Door 
has the solution to end closet clutter and brighten the 
holidays for needy children. We want the opportunity 
to put those unopened toys in the hands of a less 
fortunate child this holiday season. Please donate 
unopened, new toys and gifts for children ages 0 to 
14 years. Donations can be made at the Sleepy Hol-
low or Ossining Open Door sites, or contact Alicia 
Ward, Open Door Volunteer Coordinator at 914-502-
1468. Thank you!  

Out and About… Save the Dates!

Sale at Career Closet     
November 15
The Career Closet (a past JLWOH project) pro-
vides interview-appropriate clothing to men and 
women who are leaving welfare and entering the 
work force.  Many donations that they receive, 
however, are not appropriate for a work setting 
and so they will be holding a sale!  They have 
tons of evening, party and casual wear in all sizes.  
Proceeds from the sale will allow the Career 
Closet to purchase more interview appropriate 
clothing to service their clients.

The sale will be held on Saturday, November 15th 
from 1—4pm.  The Career Closet is located in the 
basement of the Briarcliff Congregational Church 
at 30 S. State Rd, Briarcliff Manor, NY.  

Best of luck to member Pam Lisi who is moving 
to China!  Pam's husband has been relocated 
and they are in the process of packing and 
making moving arrangements.  We wish Pam 
and her family safe travels.  We'll miss you!  

                               Community Connections    
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Sustainer News  by Crystal Johnson

Holiday Boutique

It’s that time of year… The Annual 
Holiday Boutique at Sleepy Hollow 
Country Club is almost upon us and it 
promises to be a great time. The focus 
of the Holiday Boutique this year is 
FUN, so invite your best girlfriends and 
join us for great shopping with our ven-
dors, lunch and catching up with old 
friends.

Sustainers: We Need You!

…To volunteer at the Holiday Boutique 
by manning a shift at the front door or 
helping with raffle ticket sales please 
contact Fundraising Chair Samantha 

Merton at smerton@gmail.com

Sustainer Meeting

After the success of last spring’s year-
end Sustainer meeting and celebra-
tion, we are going to do that again this 
year, so there will be no Sustainer an-
nual meeting at the Holiday Boutique. 
Look for more information later about 
the Spring meeting and celebration.

Sustainer Tea

Do you know a young woman who is a 
Junior or Senior in high school, or a 
Freshman in college that you would 
like to introduce to our Junior League? 

Contact Crystal Johnson at 845-223-
5725 or catjohnson@hotmail.com

Thank You!

A big "Thank You" to Sustainer Mary 
Pat Hughes for opening her lovely 
home to us and hosting the annual Fall 
Soiree!  It was a fun and gracious eve-
ning filled with tasty food and good 
company.  

Congratulations, Becky!  

Help Wanted for Nearly New Shop!

Wanted: Pricers for NNS

Hours: Thursday & Friday, 10am—4pm

Job satisfaction: good

Experience: not needed

Atmosphere: rustic

Conversation: stimulating or none at all

Appreciation: never ending!

Appointment : not necessary

It would be most appreciated if you can lend a hand (or two!) to sorting, tagging and pricing mer-
chandise so we can move it up to the selling floor in the shop.  Please contact Signe Seelinger 
at signek@aol.com if you have questions.  Or simply show up!  Thank you.  

Congratulations to Sustainer and past President Becky McGovern on her recent honor from The Elizabeth 
Mascia Child Care Center.  The Mascia Center honored Becky and her husband Skip McGovern at their 
2008 Autumn Gala for their service and commitment to the families of our community. Becky and Skip 
McGovern are long-time residents of Westchester and major contributors to the well-being of Tarrytown 
and neighboring communities.  A past member of the Mascia Center Board of Directors, Becky and Skip 

have been consistent supporters of EMCCC. Their civic and charitable service is evidence of their dedication to the 
education and welfare of the children and families of our community at large.  Becky served as President of the 
JLWOH in 1997-1998 and is currently serving as Trustee in the Village of Tarrytown.  She has been a tireless sup-
porter of the League and especially the Nearly New Shop.  We salute you on this well deserved honor!  
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A member of the Association of                               
Junior Leagues International, Inc.

OUR MISSION:  The Junior League of          
Westchester-on-Hudson is an organization of 
women committed to promoting voluntarism, 

developing the potential of women, and improv-
ing communities through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is 

exclusively educational and charitable.  

The Junior League of Westchester-on-Hudson 
embraces diversity and welcomes to our       

membership women of all religions and national 
origins, 21 years and older, who demonstrate a 

dedication and commitment to service,           
community and voluntarism.  
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Board Meetings begin at 7:30 pm.  General Membership Meetings (GMMs) begin at 7:30 pm.                                          
GMM social  time with refreshments is from 7:00 pm—7:30 pm.                                                                     

Committees to provide refreshments at the GMM's are listed in parentheses by the GMM dates.                                     
All meetings take place in the Meeting Room at the League House unless noted.  

November 2008                                                  
11— Board Meeting                                    
18— GMM (Community Projects)                         
20— Town Hall Meeting re: Shop changes                                                             
(7pm at the League house)

December 2008                                            
5—Holiday Boutique                                      
9— Board Meeting     

January 2009                                                   
13— Board Meeting                                    
20— GMM (special event)

February 2009                                
10— Board Meeting                         
24— GMM & Placement Fair 
(Membership Dev. & Placement)

March, 2009                                    
10— Board Meeting                        
24— GMM (Fundraising)

April 2009                                                       
14— Board Meeting                                        
21— GMM (Board of Directors)

May 2009                                                        
12— Board Meeting                                             
19— Closing Dinner

June 2009                                                              
9— Board Turnover Meeting 

Please check the calendar above to see when your committee is scheduled to provide GMM refreshments.


